














500-1492 AD

Middle Ages

A land of castles
The first castles to our knowledge, around 
the year 1000, are not linked to the Galician-
Portuguese border, but are earlier. Their 
creation has a double function: military 
and political, ratifying the royal and stately 
power over the lands that these fortresses 
govern.
Portuguese independence, which occurred 
in the 1130s, gave a new intention to this 
process. Although the Támega was not a 
region in which there has been evidence of 
serious conflicts or battles, the instability 
at the border was constant: Cabreira and 
Lobarzán passed into Portuguese hands 
between 1163 and 1169 – as was A Limia 
- while Vinhais and Chaves were involved 
in several episodes at the beginning of 
the 13th century under the domain of King 
Afonso IX.
Most probably, Llaves would have already 
had a castle in this period, which would add 
to the line of all-medieval fortifications that 
constitute - from east to west - the castles 
of Mau Vizinho, Cabreira, Lobarzán and 

Alfonso X confirms the order of destruction of the fortress of 
Verín and prohibition of its reconstruction given by King Al-
fonso IX in Allariz, on May 3, 1223, inserted in the confirma-
tion of Ferdinand III

The Keep was moved and rebuilt in the 
fortress of Monterrei in the fifteenth century

Medieval
remains in
Monterrei

area

Detailed map

Candrei. The construction of castles imposed on 
the population tributes and excessive services, in 
the case of military supervision, consisting of the 
duty to work on the construction of the fortresses.

This situation led to a process of 
fortification of the simultaneous 
border on both sides of the 
frontier, although more intensely 
in Portuguese territory, by the 
command of Afonso III and Lord 
Dinís. The king of Galicia Afonso X 
did the same thing, creating the royal 
fortress of Monterrei.

Land of churches and monasteries
The documented texts for the medieval era 
describe a network of villages similar to the 
current one, but with greater differences in 
respect to the ecclesiastical network, both 
of churches and monasteries. Many of them 
will not have survived the Gregorian and 
Benedictine reforms between the eleventh 
and twelfth centuries. Thus, Verín will lose 
two of the three parishes it had in the 10th 
century and before or during that process will 
disappear various monasteries of the region, 
such as Santa Comba de Baronceli - of unsure 
existence - or Santa Cruz de Vilaza. Some will 
be incorporated, already without monastic life, 
the other monasteries: this is the case of Mixós 
- as well as those that the modern chronicles, 
that are not always reliable, state that existed 
in Atás and Pazos -, from this moment in the 
dependence of Celanova.
The suppression or extinction of churches 
and monasteries continued throughout the 
period, for different reasons. From the parish 
of O Carpexo (Videferre, Oímbra), for example, 
nothing is known later than the twelfth century.

A Romanesque door of the church of  
St Vincent of Infesta, Monterrei

The region’s own monasteries are counted and are 
summarized to the Franciscan convent of Monterrei 
and the small secular abbeys of Vilaza and Servoi, 
clearly linked to the headquarters of Orense. The 
monastic presence is marked by the numerous 
properties and villages in the hands of external 
monasteries.
The case of Celanova is very representative, it has 
been present since the 10th century, but it is not the 
only example. Melon –with the arrest of A Xironda 
and Rabal's farm in Oímbra–, Montederramo –with 
its center in Tamagos– and nuns of the order of St 
Claire in Allariz –in Mourazos– will play a role in the 
economy and surrounding society.

With this interest in the lands of the 
Támega Valley, viticulture must have 
played a relevant role, since throughout 
the Middle Ages the references to the 
authorization and wine are constant in 
the documents of these monasteries.
Also the military orders like the one 
of St John of Jerusalem - of Malta or 
of the Hospital - had presence in the 
region.

Corbels of the church of St Mary of Graza de Monterrei

Middle
Ages
The medieval history of the Támega 
region is marked by two events of 
special relevance: the arrival of Arab 
contingents, ending the Visigoth 
kingdom and, four centuries later, the 
independence of Portugal. The territory 
is structured in jurisdictions; to the north, 
those of Baronceli and Soutovermude; to 
the south, those of Barroso, Chaves and 
Montenegro.

Necrópole da Muimenta, Cualedro
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Dionysus & Ampelos

Relevant
pieces
This sculptural site comes from the complex of A 
Muradella (Mourazos, Verín), an ancient Roman 
villa dating to the III century AD. Carved in marble, 
it was placed in the Archaeological Museum of 
Orense in 1964 thanks to Taboada Chivite, who 
was aware of its casual appearance and was also 
the first to publish it. It is an ideal representation of 
Dionysus (son of Zeus, the Roman Bacchus), the 
god of harvest and wine, inspiring pleasures and 
vegetation. We are in front of a Hispanic provincial 
artistic piece that decorated a domestic room and 
interprets a mythological Mediterranean theme 
(such as wine) and cult origin, something 
evident both in the subject matter and in the 
material used. Therefore, its origin 
would not be local, but Italic or 
Aquitanian.

Photographs from Museo
Arqueolóxico de Ourense

Uncovered by Rodríguez Colmenero at the St 
Marta (Lucenza) site in 1976, the Denarius (in 
Latin: denarius) was the most common and 
typical currency of the Republican era (510 
BC until the establishment of the Roman 
Empire in 27 BC.) of ancient Rome. It is a 
silver coin equivalent to 10 assēs. We know 
from historians such as Dión Casio, Plinio the 
Younger or Suetonius that the government of 
Emperor Flavio Domiciano, despite a promising start, 
was characterized by a wild and bloodthirsty tyranny. Suetonio tells us that he 
was killed in the year 96 by members of the gladiatorial school hired by some 
nearby collaborators and members of the Senate.

Domitian denarius 

Fabio e SemproniaEstatua-menhir do
Muíño de San Pedro
An anthropomorphic and phallic 
shaped menhir made as a free 
standing piece. It takes the form 
of a truncated pyramid and its 
main face stands out for the 
schematic representation of 
a male face and, below it, a 
Latin inscription, dated to 
the beginning of our era, in 
which it reads:
LATRONI /  VS /  CELT /
CIATI. F/  H. S.Y,
Or in modern language:  
“Latrono, son of Celtiato, 
is buried here”.
With all the origin of this 
piece it is not Roman, but 
prehistoric, specifically 
from the Bronze Age 
(2,500-800 BC), although 
it was reused by the 
Galician-Romans.

Taboada Chivite saved for us this high quality 
marble funeral plaque dated to the beginning 
of the 1st century AD that, unfortunately, 
appears fragmented on its left side.
Professor Rodríguez Colmener
 transcribed it like this:
? Fabio, of the Quirina tribe? Made this
Dedication to Sempronia  Flavina,
His mother Sempronia ? His sister?

In essence, about 2,000 years ago Fabio, a rich 
man from the Quirina tribe who lived in the Chaves 
territory, commissioned a memorial tombstone to 
commemorate the death of his mother Sempronia, a 
name she shared with another family member.
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Romanization
With the arrival of the Romans in the 
northwest peninsular the settlements decline 
and the population begins to settle in the 
river valleys of Monterrei in villae (farms 
and country houses) and cities. The new 
settlements are located on the outskirts of 
fertile and well-connected lands, allowing 
the boom in agricultural trade in cattle and 
livestock

Assimilation
In parallel, those inhabitants of the settlements, in contact with 
the Roman population, begin a process of acculturation, 
as evidenced by the material remains (vases, 
coins, pottery, utensils, etc.) found in 
the fortified settlements on high 
ground that were excavated 
by Professor Colmenero 
and his team in A Cidá 
da Saceda, in A Cidá San 
Millán (Cualedro) and Castro 
de Novás (Xinzo de Limia).
Romanization causes a radical 
improvement in communications in the 
Támega valley that is provided, for the first time in 
history, with a network of roads for the movement of 
goods and people with a centre in the city of Aquae Flaviae 
(Chaves), an important administrative and communications hub 
that had a forum, public hot springs and a wall, which allowed it to 
be elevated to the category of municipality in 79 AD.
From this historical period originate the majority of the place-
names of the region, coming from the personal names of 

Ideal model
of Roman
villae

possessors: Verín 
(from Verinius); Mandin 

(from Mantinus); Cabreiroá (from 
Caprarius).

The river Támega gave its name to the 
Tamagani, the tribe of the Gallaeci who inhabited this 

valley about 2,000 years ago, which is cited on a carved  
commemorative column of the construction of the Roman 
bridge of Chaves that contains a list of ten indigenous 
people from Braga who collaborated on its construction.
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